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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Packey J. Dee Professor - Department of Political Science, University of Notre
Dame. (Professor – July 2008 - May 2018; endowed chair, May 2018 - present).

Professor and Robert M. Gates Chair in Intelligence and National Security
Decision-making - George Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas
A&M University (July 2004 - July 2008).

Professor - The Patterson School of Diplomacy and International                     
Commerce, University of Kentucky (July 2002 - June 2004).

Associate Professor - The Patterson School of Diplomacy and International             
Commerce, University of  Kentucky (August 1998 - June 2002). 

     Assistant Professor - Department of Political Science, University of California at        
            Riverside (July 1991 - July 1996). [On leave 1993-96]

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

Brian and Jeannelle Brady Family Founding Director of the Notre Dame
International Security Center, University of Notre Dame  (January 2016 - present).

Chair - Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame (July 2009 -           
            June 2015 [on leave 2012/13]).

Founding Director - Scowcroft Institute of International Affairs, George Bush
School of Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University (June 2007 - July
2008).

Director - The Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce,               
            University of  Kentucky (June 2003 - June 2004). Associate Director (August 1998 -   
            June 2003). 

Assistant Director and Senior Research Associate - The John M. Olin Institute for     
            Strategic Studies, Harvard University (September 1993 - August 1998).

            Preceptor - The Committee on International Relations, The University of Chicago.    
            (September 1985 - September 1986).  



EDUCATION

            Doctor of Philosophy degree (December 1988).  The Department of Political Science. 
            The University of Chicago.

             Master of Arts degree (with specialization).  The Committee on International             
             Relations.  The University of Chicago (March 1984). 

             Bachelor of Arts degree (cum laude).  The Department of Political Science.                 
             Marquette University (May 1982).    

BOOKS

Cult of the Irrelevant: The Waning Influence of Social Science on National 
Security (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2019 [paper 2021]). [Press          

            ranking #2] Forthcoming in Chinese from Shanghai People’s Publishing House.

Privileged and Confidential: The Secret History of the President’s Intelligence           
            Advisory Board (Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2012) [with Kenneth 
            Michael Absher, Roman Popadiuk, and the 2006 Bush School Capstone Team].

[Press ranking # 35]

Power and Military Effectiveness: The Fallacy of Democratic Triumphalism.              
            (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008). [Press ranking # 12]

Civilian Control of the Military: The Changing Security  Environment. (Baltimore:  
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999) [Paperback edition, 2001].  [Press
ranking # 12] Translated as  Politsi vs. Jenderal: Kontrol Sipil ata Militer di Tengah
Arus yang Bergeser  (Jakarta: Sakuhinsha of PT Rajagrafindo Persado, 2002).

 When the Third World Matters: Latin America and U.S. Grand Strategy.
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993). [Press ranking # 12]

EDITED BOOKS

Public Intellectuals in the Global Arena: Professors or Pundits? (Notre Dame, IN:
University of Notre Dame Press, 2016). [editor and author] [Press ranking #48] 

Soldiers in Cities: Military Operations on Urban Terrain  (Carlisle, PA: U.S. Army   
          War College, 2001). [editor and chapter author]

From Pirates to Drug Lords: The Post-Cold War Caribbean Security Environment
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1998). [edited with Jorge Domínguez
and Andres Serbín] [Press ranking # 28]



ARTICLES

“Does Social Science Inform Foreign Policy? Evidence from a Survey of U.S.     
  National Security, Trade, and Development Officials,” International Studies             

              Quarterly  (Forthcoming 2021). [With Paul Avey, Eric Parajon, Susan Peterson,      
              Ryan Powers, and Michael Tierney]. [ SSCI IF 2.172]   

        
“Narrowing the Academic-Policy Divide: Will New Media Bridge the Gap?”               
  Political Science Quarterly (Forthcoming) [With Paul Avey Ana Petrova, and           
  Steven Wilson].  [SSCI IF 1.500]

“Deans Want It All: Results of a Survey of APSIA Deans and Top-50 Political            
  Science Department Chairs on Hiring and Promotion,” International Studies           
  Perspectives (2021) [with James Goldgeier, Ana Petrova, and Zi En            

              Kimberley Peh]. [SSCI IF .907] 
              https://academic.oup.com/isp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/isp/ekaa022/6158086

“From Hanoi to Kabul,” The National Interest No. 153 (January/February 2018): 
  63-68. [with George C. Herring]

“Forum on the Gender Gap in Political Science,” H-Diplo | ISSF Forum, No. 17 
  (2017): 8-13. [Essay on Security Studies with William C. Wohlforth] at 
  http://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Forum-17.pdf.

“Technique Trumps Relevance: The Professionalization of Political Science and the  
   Marginalization of Security Studies,” Perspectives on Politics Vol. 13, No. 2       

               (June 2015): 377-93. [SSCI IF 3.035].

“What Do Policymakers Want From Us? Results of a Survey of Current and              
    Former Senior National Security Decision-makers,” International Studies         

  Quarterly, Vol. 58, No. 2 (June 2014): 227-46. [with Paul C. Avey]     
              [SSCI IF 1.391]

“Democracy and Victory: Very Selective Effects," H-Diplo | ISSF Roundtable,           
              Volume II, No. 12 (2011): 36-63 at  
              http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-2-12.pdf.

“The More Things Change, the More They Stay the Same: The Liberal Tradition      
              and Obama’s Counter-terrorism Policy,” PS: Political Science and Politics Vol. 43,  
              No. 3 (July 2010): 425-29. [SSCI IF .894]

“America’s Liberal Illiberalism: The Ideological Origins of Overreaction in U.S.        
  Foreign Policy,” International Security Vol. 32, No. 3 (Winter 2007/08): 7-43.     

              [SSCI IF 3.444] [Portions reprinted as “The Liberal Roots of the American  
              Empire” in Jocelyen Cesari, ed., Muslims in Europe and the United States After 
              9/11 (New York: Routledge, 2009), 88-115].[Press ranking # 19]

http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-2-12.pdf.


“Bush and the Generals,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 86, No. 3 (May/June 2007): 97-108.     
  [SSCI IF 2.557] [reprinted in Gideon Rose, et al  Among Nations: Readings in          
  International Relations (Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing, 2008) and Robert L.   
  Taylor, William E. Rosenbach, and Erich Rosenbach, eds., Military Leadership: In
  Pursuit of Excellence [6th ed.](Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2008). ] 

              [Press ranking #26]

“The Myth of Abandonment: The Use and Abuse of the Holocaust Analogy,”             
              Security Studies Vol. 15, No. 2 (January-March 2006): 106-45. [SSCI IF 1.778]

“Democracy and Victory: Why Regime Type Hardly Matters,” International              
  Security Vol. 27, No. 2 (Fall 2002): 5-47. [Reprinted in Paul Diehl, ed. War                
  (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, 2005) and Michael E. Brown, Owen R. Cote, Jr.,         
  Sean M. Lynn-Jones, and Steven E. Millers, eds., Do Democracies Win Their            
  Wars? (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2011), 94-136]. [SSCI IF 3.444] [Press               
  ranking  # 10]

“It Is Kind to Be Cruel: The Humanity of American Realism,” Review of                    
              International Studies Vol. 29, No. 4 (Summer 2003): 415-26. [SSCI IF .980]
 

“Liberals, Neocons, and Realcons: The Politics of Humanitarian Intervention,” 
              Orbis  Vol. 46, No. 4 (Fall 2001): 519-33.

           "Culture Clash: Assessing the Importance of Ideas in Security Studies,"                       
              International Security Vol. 23, No. 1 (Summer 1998): 141-70. [SSCI IF 3.444]

"Soldiers, States, and Structures: The End of the Cold War and the Weakening of    
              U.S. Civilian Control," Armed Forces and Society Vol. 24, No. 3 (Spring 1998):        
              385-406. [SSCI IF .615]

"War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?" International Organization, Vol. 
              50, No. 2 (Spring 1996): 237-68. [SSCI IF 3.551]

"Why Realists Disagree About the Third World (and Why They Shouldn't),"             
              Security Studies Vol 5, No. 3 (Spring 1996): 358-84. [Reprinted in Benjamin             
              Frankel, ed. Realism: Restatements and Renewal (London: Frank Cass, 1995)].        
              [SSCI IF 1.778] [Press ranking # 53]
 
            "Why the Soviet Military Supported Gorbachev But Why the Russian Military          
               Might Only Support Yeltsin for a Price," Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 16, No. 
               4 (December 1993): 455-89. [SSCI IF .344]

"Bases for the Future: U.S. Post-Cold War Military Base Requirements in the Third 
              World," Security Studies Vol. 2 , No. 2 (Winter 1992/93): 201-24. [SSCI IF 1.778]

 



            "'That Deep Mud in Cuba:' The Strategic Threat and U.S. Planning for a              
               Conventional Response During the Missile Crisis," Security Studies, Vol. 1, No. 
               2 (Winter 1991): 317-51. [SSCI IF 1.778]
        
             "The Keys that Lock Up the World: Identifying American Interests in the             
                Periphery," International Security, Vol. 14, No. 1 (Summer 1989): 86-121.         
                [SSCI IF 3.444]
    
             "Turning the Caribbean Flank: SLOC Vulnerability During a European War,"  
                Survival, Vol. 29, No. 6 (November/December 1987): 528-551. [SSCI IF .472]

CHAPTERS

“The Bumpy Road to a ‘Science” of Nuclear Strategy” in Daniel Maliniak, Susan  
  Peterson, Ryan Powers, and Michael J. Tierney, eds., Bridging the Theory-          
  Practice Divide in International Relations (Washington, DC: Georgetown             
  University Press, 2020), 205-24. [with Paul Avey] [Press ranking  #14].

“Public Intellectuals In Various Regions and Different Disciplines:
  An Introduction” and “The Ethical Imperative for Some Scholars to Be Public 

              Intellectuals:  (And For the Rest to Let Them Do So)” in Michael C. Desch, ed., 
  Public Intellectuals in the Global Arena: Professors or Pundits? (Notre Dame, 
  IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2016), 1-36 and 349-72.

“The President’s Intelligence Advisory Board” in Loch K. Johnson, ed., The
  Oxford Handbook of National Security Intelligence (New York: Oxford                
  University Press, 2009), 172-88. [with Kenneth M. Absher and Roman 

              Popadiuk] [Press ranking # 3]

“Liberalism and the New Definition of Existential Threat” in Oren Barak and       
             Gabriel Sheffer, eds, Existential Threats and Civil-Security Relations                    
             (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2009), 37-60. [Press ranking # 42]

“Hartz, Huntington, and the Liberal Tradition in America: The Clash With           
  Military Realism” in Suzanne C. Nielsen and Don M. Snider,  eds. American  

              Civil-Military Relations:  The Soldier and the State in the New Era (Baltimore:   
              Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), 91-111. [Press ranking # 12]

“Why MOUT Now?” in Michael C. Desch, ed., Soldiers in Cities: Military              
              Operations on Urban Terrain (Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U.S.        
              Army War College, 2001), 1-16. 

             “Explaining the Gap: Vietnam, the Republicanization of the South, and the End  
              of the Mass Army” in Peter D. Feaver and Richard Kohn, eds, Soldiers and         
              Civilians (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2001), 289-324. [Press ranking # 15]



      “  T he Changing International Security Environment and Civil-Military Relations  
              in Post-Cold War Southern Latin America”  in Felipe Agüero and Jeffrey            
              Stark, eds., Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America                
              (Miami: University Of Miami Press, 1998), 323-44.

"Why Latin America May Soon Miss the Cold War" in Jorge Domínguez, ed.,      
              Security, Peace and Democracy in Latin America and the Caribbean:                    
              Challenges for the Post-Cold War Era. (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh       
              Press, 1998), 245-65. [Published in translation as “Por Que America Latina          
              Puede Extañar La Guerra Fria: Estados Unidos y El Futuro de las 
              Relaciones Interamericas de Seguridad” en  Jorge Domínguez, ed., Seguridad     
               Internacional, Paz y Democracia en el Cono Sur (Santiago: FLACSO - Chile,      
               1998), 189-221. [Press ranking # 26]

             "Mission Matters" in Marc Plattner and Larry Diamond, eds., Civil-Military       
               Relations and the Consolidation of Democracy. (Baltimore: The Johns                 
               Hopkins University Press, 1996), 12-29. [Press ranking # 12]
 

  "U.S. Civil-Military Relations in a Changing International Order" in Don           
                Snider and Miranda Carlton-Carew, eds., U.S. Civil-Military Relations: In        
                Crisis or Transition? (Washington, DC: Center for Strategic and                         
                International Studies, 1995), 166-84.

SCHOLARLY CORRESPONDENCE AND EXCHANGES

“Response to Comments on ‘Technique Trumps Relevance,’”  Perspectives on 
   Politics Vol. 13, No. 2 (June 2015): 406-7.  [SSCI IF 3.035].

“Civilians, Soldiers, and the Iraq Surge Decision,” International Security Vol. 36, 
   No. 3 (Winter 2011/12): 180-91. [SSCI IF 3.444]

“Benevolent Cant? Kant’s Liberal Imperialism,” The Review of Politics Vol. 73,    
  No. 4 (Fall 2011): 649-56.

“Salute and Disobey? The Civil-Military Balance, Before Iraq and After,”         
              Foreign Affairs Vol. 86, No. 5 (September/October 2007): 153-56. [SSCI IF           
              2.557]

“Abusing the Holocaust Analogy?” Security Studies Vol. 15, No. 4 (October-          
              December 2006):713-17. [SSCI IF 1.778]

“Democratic Victory Reconsidered,” International Security Vol. 28, No. 1              
              (Summer 2003): 142-94. [SSCI IF 3.444]

 “Isms and Schisms: Culturalism versus Realism in Security  Studies,”                    
               International Security Vol. 24, No. 1 (Summer 1999): 156-80. [SSCI IF 3.444]



 “A Historian’s Fallacies: A Reply to Bacevich,” Armed Forces and Society, Vol.   
               24, No. 4 (Summer 1998): 589-94. [SSCI IF .615]

             "Is There a Logic of the West?" World Policy Journal, Vol. 11, No. 1 (March       
               1994): 120-22. [SSCI IF .144]

 SCHOLARLY REVIEWS AND REVIEW ESSAYS

“Review of Michael Walzer’s A Foreign Policy for the Left,” The Review of 
  Politics, Vol. 81, No. 1 (Winter 2019): 142-45.

“Review of Randall L. Schweller, Maxwell’s Demon and the Golden Apple: 
  Global Discord in the New Millennium,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 15, No. 4 
  (December 2017): 1198-1200.

“The Church of St. Andy,” The National Interest No. 155 (January/February        
    2015): 87-96.

“Woodrow Wilson’s War,” The National Interest, No. 99 (January/February         
               2009): 97-96 [reprinted on H-Diplo at 
               http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/Roundtable-X-27.pdf].

“Review of David M. Edelstein, Occupational Hazards: Success and Failure in      
              Military Occupation,” Perspectives on Politics Vol. 6, No. 4 (December 2008):      
              864-5. 

“Review of Harold James, The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of                    
   International Order Create the Politics of Empire,” The Independent Review,    
  Vol. 12, No. 3 (Winter 2008): 459-62. 

“Civil-Militarism: The Origins of the New American Militarism,” Orbis Vol. 50,   
              No. 3 (Summer 2006): 573-82. 

“Review of Lawrence Freedman, Deterrence,” Perspectives on Politics Vol. 3, No. 
              3 (September 2005): 685-86.

“A ‘Final Solution” to a Recurrent Tragedy?” Security Studies, Vol. 13, No. 3        
              (Spring 2004): 145-59. [SSCI IF 1.778]

“Campaigning in the Balkans,” Joint Forces Quarterly No. 31 (Summer 2002):      
              117-18.

  “America's Wounded Warriors and the Lessons of Vietnam,”  Orbis Vol. 42,       
               No. 3 (Summer 1998): 473-79.



 "Review of Stephen Walt's Revolution and War," Mershon International              
               Studies Review Vol. 41 (1997): 125-26. 

 "Isolationism Revisited: A Review of Eric Nordlinger's Isolationism                       
                Reconfigured," Centerpiece, Vol. 9, No. 3 (Autumn 1995): 2-3.

 "The State and the Monopolization of International Violence -- A Review of         
                Janice E. Thomson,  Mercenaries, Pirates and Sovereigns," Mershon                   
                International Studies Review, Vol. 39, Sup. 1 (April 1995): 149-51. 

 "Guarding the Red Guardians: Thinking About Soviet and Russian Civil-            
               Military Relations," Security Studies, Vol. 4, No. 1 (Autumn 1994): 181-89.

"Why Ordinary Men Commit Extraordinary Crimes: The German                         
              Military, the War on the Eastern Front, and the Final  Solution," Security           
              Studies Vol. 3, No. 2 (Winter 1993/94): 359-68. 

"Review of Douglass Macdonald, Adventures in Chaos: American Intervention     
              for Reform in the Third World" American Political Science Review Vol. 87, No.  
              3 (September 1993): 815.  

             "Review of Paul M. Kennedy, ed. Grand Strategies in War and Peace" Journal    
              of Interdisciplinary History Vol. 23, No. 1 (Summer 1992): 213-15. 
  
            "Latin America and U.S. National Security: A Review Essay," Journal of Inter-    
              American Studies and World Affairs, Vol. 31, no. 4 (Winter 1989): 209-223.

            "Book Note [V. Ku'b'alakova and A.A. Cruickshank, Marxism and International
              Relations]," Ethics, Vol. 97, No. 2 (January 1987): 507-508. 

NEWSPAPER , MAGAZINE, BLOG POSTINGS, REVIEWS, AND EXCHANGES

“What Comes Next? A Lesson from Saigon,” DefenseOne, August 20, 2021 at:
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2021/08/what-comes-next-lesson-saigon/18469
5/

“Looking Back To Our Realist Past,” The American Conservative, February 20,
2021 at:
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/looking-back-to-our-realist-pa
st/

“A Prudent Internationalist for Ambassador to Afghanistan,” National Review,   
September 21, 2020:         
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/09/a-prudent-internationalist-for-ambassa
dor-to-afghanistan/.



“An Occasional Realist,” The American Conservative, Vol. 19, No. 5
(September/October 2020): 49-53.

“The Rot Beneath America’s Emerald City,” The American Conservative, March
11, 2020 at:
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-rot-beneath-americas-eme
rald-city/

“Early Cold War Research and the Enduring Relevance Question: Area Studies,
Behavioralism, and the SSRC,” Items, November 5, 2019 at:
https://items.ssrc.org/insights/early-cold-war-research-and-the-enduring-relevanc
e-question-area-studies-behavioralism-and-the-ssrc/.

“How Political Science Became Irrelevant,” Chronicle of Higher Education 
Review, February 27, 2019 at:            

            https://www.chronicle.com/article/How-Political-Science-Became/245777.

“In 2020, Will Candidates Campaign on Foreign Policy?” Realclear Politics,
January 12, 2019 at:
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2019/01/10/in_2020_will_candidates_c
ampaign_on_foreign_policy_114094.html

“Conservatism, Realism and Foreign Policy: Kissing Cousins if Not Soulmates ,” 
The National Interest, July 30, 2018 at:
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/conservatism-realism-and-foreign-policy-kissing-
cousins-if-not-soulmates-27242 [with William Ruger].

“The Much Diminished Bear,” The American Conservative, July 27, 2018 at:
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-much-diminished-russian-
bear/.

“Donald Trump Is Right to Question NATO,” USA Today, July 11, 2018 at:      
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/07/11/don’t-blame-trump-nato-unc
ertain-future-decline-column/768302002/.

“Why Trump should 'get out of the way' and let Koreans make a deal on their 
              own,” CNBC.com, April 27, 2018:              
              https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/27/why-trump-should-let-koreans
             -make-a-deal-on-their-own.html

“Never mind about John Bolton. Trump's ego could force a North Korea deal        
              anyway,” CNN.com, March 29, 2018: https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/29/opinions
              /forget-john-bolton-trumps-ego-will-want-want-a-deal-desch/index.html

“No More Nukes: An Exchange,” Commonweal, February 9, 2018 at: 
 https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/no-more-nukes [with Gerald Powers].

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/27/why-trump-should-let-koreans
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/29/opinions
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/no-more-nukes


“America’s (Dis) Regard for its Soldiers and Veterans,” The American         
 Conservative, August 31, 2017 at:         
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/americas-dis-regard-for-its-vet
erans-soldiers/.

“What Chairman Mao can teach the world about North Korea,” CNBC.com,
August 11, 2017 at:
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/08/11/why-a-nuclear-north-korea-is-not-the-end-of-t
he-world-commentary.html.

“Mueller and the Russia investigation, another example of it's the cover-up, not  
             the crime?” Foxnews.com, May 18, 2017 at: 

 http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/05/18/mueller-and-russia-investigation-
             another-example-its-cover-up-not-crime.html.

“Is America Being Crushed by the Weight of the World?” The National Interest
September 11, 2016 at http://nationalinterest.org/print/feature/america-being-
crushed-by-the-weight-the-world-17650.

“Trump's invitation for Russian espionage is part of a bigger pattern,”
CNBC.com, July 28, 2016 at:
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/07/28/trumps-invitation-for-russian-espionage-is-part
-of-a-bigger-pattern-commentary.html.

“America First, or Trump?” U.S. News and World Report, April 28, 2016 at:   
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2016-04-28/trumps-america-first-foreign
-policy-only-reflects-his-self-interest

“About Those Calls for Boots on the Ground ...,” CNN.com, January 21, 2016 at:  
       http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/21/opinions/desch-boots-on-ground/index.html.

“Why you shouldn't panic about North Korea's H-bomb,” CNBC.com, January    
      2, 2016 at: http://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/06/why-you-shouldnt-panic-about-

   north-koreas-h-bomb-commentary.html .

“Saudi Arabia vs. Iran: America's Shia problem,” Foxnews.com, January 4, 2016 
  at: http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2016/01/04/our-shia-problem.html.

“Is Putin More Realistic on Syria Than Obama,” CNN.com, December 1, 2015 at
  http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/01/opinions/desch-obama-advice-syria-strategy/.

“Does Clinton's strategy for beating ISIS add up?” CNN.com, November 19,      
              2015 at: http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/19/opinions/desch-hillary-clinton-speech/.

http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/05/18/
http://nationalinterest.org/print/feature/america-being-
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/06/why-you-shouldnt-panic-about-


“Syria: Why we should let Putin put his hand in the hornet's nest,” Foxnews, 
  October 23, 2015 at http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2015/10/23/
  why-should-let-putin-put-his-hand-in-hornets-nest.html.

“How Popular is Peace?” The American Conservative November/December 2015, 
  19-23.

“Show Some Restraint,” Notre Dame Magazine Spring 2015, 32-37.

“Is MH 17 Disaster Result of Tragic Blunder?” CCN.com, July 18, 2014 at:    
              http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/17/opinion/desch-ukraine-plane-putin/.

"But If You Try Sometime, You (Might) Get (Some of) What You Need: A        
              Response to Goldgeier, Weaver, and Peterson," International Studies Quarterly  
              online forum, August 28, 2014 at: http://www.isanet.org/Publications/ISQ

  /Posts/ID/1420/You-Cant-Always-Get-What-You-Want-What-
  Policymakers-Learn-From-International-Relations-Scholars [with Paul Avey]

"Policymakers Follow Pertinent Academic Research," USApp blog, American      
              Politics and Policy at the London School of Economics and Politics,       
              @http://bit.ly/1nTnYI5, March 14, 2014. [with Paul Avey] 

“Cutting the Army Will Make It Stronger,” CCN.com, February25, 2014 at:          
  http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/25/opinion/desch-cuts-to-army/.

“Neoconservatism Rebaptized,” The American Conservative, 
              November/December 2013, 46-8.

“What comes next: Why secularism fooled me into thinking the two-state solution 
   was likely,” Mondoweiss, November 6, 2013 at 
   http://mondoweiss.net/2013/11/secularism-thinking-solution.html.

“What Do Policymakers Want from Academics?” The Monkey Cage/Washington
               Post, September 25, 2013 at http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey
               -cage/wp/2013/09/25/what-do-policymakers-want-from-academics/ [with Paul 
               Avey].

“Rank Irrelevance: How Academia Lost Its Way,” Foreign Affairs.com 
              September 15, 2013 at  
              http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139925/peter-campbell-and-
              michael-c-desch/rank-irrelevance [with Peter Campbell]

“Kenneth Waltz and the Power of Pure Theory,” The National Interest.org May   
  15, 2013 at         

              http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/kenneth-waltz-the-power-pure-theory
              -8472

http://www.isanet.org/Publications/ISQ
http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/25/opinion/desch-cuts-to-army/.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2013/09/25/


“A Foreign Policy of Humility and Restraint,” Notre Dame Magazine Winter 
  2012/13,  20.

“Haaretz undermines a foundational myth: FDR abandoned Europe’s Jews,” 
  Mondoweiss, November 5, 2012 at:   

              http://mondoweiss.net/2012/11/haaretz-undermines-a-
  foundational-myth-fdr-abandoned-europes-jews.html.

“Bibi’s Chutzpah: The Israeli Prime Minister Crosses a Red Line,” Foreign      
              Affairs.com, September 19, 2012 at 
               http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138124/michael-c-desch/bibis-chutzpah

“Exorcising George McGovern: How the GOP lost its foreign-policy advantage,”

 The American Conservative, August 2012, 89.

“Mr. President, Don’t Salute the Troops this 4th of July,” Foreign Policy.com, 

  July 4, 2012 at:  http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/07/02/mr_president

  _don_t_salute_the_troops_this_4th_of_july.

“Why Hasn’t Jonathan Pollard Applied for Parole?” Mondoweiss, June 15, 2012  

  at http://mondoweiss.net/2012/06/why-hasnt-jonathan-pollard-applied-for-

              parole.html.

“Inside The Ivory Tower,” Foreign Policy (Jan/Feb 2012): at                                     

 http://www.foreignpolicy.com/ivory_tower [With Paul C. Avey, Daniel              

              Maliniak, James D. Long, Susan Peterson, and Michael J. Tierney].

“Why Netanyahu cuts deals with Hamas, not Fatah,” Mondoweiss, October 20,     

              2011 at http://mondoweiss.net/2011/10/why-netanyahu-cuts-deals-with-hamas-

              not-fatah.html.

“Mission Accomplished?” The American Conservative, July 2011, 10-11.

“Former head British spook says Israeli intelligence couldn’t be trusted,”         

  Mondoweiss, April 1, 2011 at  http://mondoweiss.net/2011/04/former-
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 Israel/Occupied Territories (August 2014).

 France  (June 2016).

 Mexico (December 2016/January 2017).

 Italy (October 2017).

 Vatican City (November 2017).

 Israel/Occupied Territories (February 2018).

 United Kingdom, Turkey, Ireland, Ulster, and Iceland (June/July 2019).

 Italy (July 2021).



PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Conference: "America's Role in the World,"  Commentaire and The John M.

Olin Center for the Inquiry Into the Theory and  Practice of Democracy, Paris,

June 1986.

Conference: "The Problem of Evil in 20th Century Politics," The John M. Olin

Center for the Inquiry Into the Theory and Practice of Democracy, Chicago, June

1987.

Convention: The American Political Science Association, Chicago, September

1987

Panel Member: "The Superpowers in the Third World" Paper: "Grand Strategy

and Intrinsically and Extrinsically Valuable Areas."

Conference: "Classical Theory and Practice and the American Founding," The

John M. Olin Center for the Inquiry Into the Theory and Practice of Democracy,

Chicago, June 1988.

Conference: "Cuba: The Island and the Diaspora," Cuban Studies

Institute/Center for International Affairs, Cambridge, June 1989.

Paper: "Cuba, the United States, and the Soviet Union:

the Security Relationship."   

Conference: "Strategy and National Security," Wianno Club, Cape Cod, June

1989.

Summer Institute: "Regional Conflict and Global Security: the Nuclear

Dimension," Center for International Cooperation and Security Studies,

Madison, July/August 1989. 

Conference: "Younger Scholars in International Security," International

Research and Exchanges Board, Princeton, August 1989.

Paper: "Assessing Changes in Intentions and Capabilities: 

The Role of Military Doctrine."



Conference: "Cuba, the United States, and the Third World," World Peace

Foundation, Salem, MA, November 1989.

Presentation: "The Roles of Cuba and the United States in Future Third World

Conflicts."

Workshop: "Changing Global Context for U.S.-Latin American Relations,"

Inter-American Dialogue, Airlie House, Warrington, VA, May 1990.

Rapporteur: "A World In Flux: The Changing Global Context of 

U.S.-Latin American Relations."

Conference: "Strategy and National Security," Wianno Club, Cape Cod, June

1990.

Workshop: "Security Studies and the Social Sciences," Center for International

Studies, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, May 1991.

Principal Organizer and Rapporteur: "Security Studies and the Social Sciences:

An Agenda for the Future."

Talk: "The U.S. and the Gulf War: Conquest or Quagmire [or Stunning

Victory]," Honors Program, School of Engineering, University of Southern

California, Yosemite, CA, September 1991.

Conference: " Strategic Mobility, Forward Presence, and the Defense of

American Interests," Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, September

1991.

Convention: International Studies Association - West, Los Angeles, CA,

November 1991.

Commentator: "The New National Security Strategy."

Conference: "Political Culture and the Democratization Process," University of

California - Irvine, Laguna Beach, CA, December 1991.

Conference: "In Search of Consensus: Reconciling Russian and American Post-

Cold War Visions," John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard

University and the Diplomatic Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Russian Republic, Moscow, Russian Republic, January 1992.

Principal Organizer and Paper Presenter: "The Keys to the Future: U.S.

Strategic Interests in the Post-Cold War Third World."



Workshop: "Game Theoretic Approaches to Global Conflict and Cooperation,"

Institute for Global Cooperation and Conflict, Berkeley, CA, March 1992.

Convention: International Studies Association, Atlanta GA, April 1992.

Panel Chair and Commentator: "Deconstructing and Reconstructing Europe."

Seminar: "Teaching National and International Security," National Strategy

Information Center, Bowdoin College, ME, July 1992.

Conference: "Conventional Deterrence in the Post-Cold War World," Naval

Post-Graduate School, Monterey, CA, August 1992.

Paper: "Conventional Deterrence and U.S. Post-Cold War Military Base

Requirements in the Third World."

Convention: American Political Science Association, Chicago, September 1992.

Panel Member: "Domestic Agendas and the U.S. Security System."

Paper: "The Keys to the Future: U.S. Post-Cold War Military Base Requirements

in the Third World."

 

Conference: "Managing Nuclear Weapons in a Changing World,"  Lawrence

Livermore National Laboratory, CA, November 1992.

Workshop: "National Security and Conventional Arms Control Policies in the

Post-Cold War Period," Oxford, UK, December 1992.

Co-organizer and Paper Presenter: "Great Power Interests in the Third World in

Post-Cold War Era."

Conference: "Social Science Theory and Nuclear Proliferation," Security Studies

and the Center for International Security and Arms Control, Stanford

University, February, 1993.

Discussant: "Alternatives to Realism."

Workshop: "Reconceptualizing Regional Relations," Institute for Global

Cooperation and Conflict, Laguna Beach, CA, February 1993.

Short Paper: "On the Relevance of the Study of Regions."



Convention: International Studies Association, Acapulco, MX, March 1993.

Panel: "Comparative Defense Policy: Alternative Theoretical  Frameworks."

Paper: "The Changing International Security Environment and 

              Future Civil-Military Relations in Russia."

      

Workshop: "Defense and Arms Control Policies in the Russian Federation:

Developments and Prospects," Ford Foundation Project at  the University of

Birmingham on Soviet Defense and Conventional Arms Control Policies: 1985-

2000, Seillans, FR, April 1993.

Paper: "The New International Security Environment and Changing Civil-

Military Relations in Gorbachev's Soviet Union and Yeltsin's Russia." 

Seminar: "East and Central European Security and the Role of  Institutions,"

Atlantic Council of the United States Young Leaders Seminar, Bruges, Belgium,

May 1993.

Conference: "Civil-Military Relations and Nuclear Weapons," Center for

International Security and Arms Control, Stanford University, June 1993.  

Commentator.

Convention: American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, 

September 1993.

Panel: "System, States, and Soldiers: Linking Civil-Military Relations to the

International System."

Paper: "The Military-Technical Revolution and Changing Soviet Civil-Military

Relations."

Academic Advisory Meeting: The Interamerican Dialogue, Washington DC,

September 1993.

Presentation: "Democratic Stability and Civil-Military Relations."

Conference: "Global Change and Hemispheric Security," Olin Institute,

Harvard University and FUNDAYACUCHO, Caracas, Venezuela, November

1993.

Principal Organizer and Presentation: "Why Latin America Will Miss the Cold

War."

Seminar: "National Security Group," Olin Institute, Harvard University,

November 1993.



Paper: "War and State Formation; Peace and State Deformation: The End of

the Cold War and the  Deconstruction of the Modern Nation-State?"

Workshop: "Defence and Foreign Policy Issues in the Russian Federation,"

Oxford University, UK, December 1993.

Coorganizer.

Paper: "What is the Price for Russian Military Support of  President Yeltsin?"

Roundtable Discussion: "Security Issues in the Former Soviet Union," Kings

College, London, UK, December 1993.

Presentation: "Russian Civil-Military Relations."

Conference: "Counterproliferation Policy: Implications for Business and

Government Relations," Olin Institute, Harvard University, and the Defense

Nuclear Agency, Washington, DC, January 1994.

Presentation: "How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Spread of the

Bomb."

Seminar: "Brown Bag Seminar on Research Grants," Department of Political

Science, University of California, Riverside, February 1994.

Presentation: "Thinking Strategically About Research Grants."

Seminar: "The End of the Cold War and the Future of Democracy," Global

Cooperation and Conflict Program and Department of Political Science,

University of California, Riverside, February 1994.

Presentation:"Russian Civil-Military Relations and the  Prospects for

Democratization."

Workshop: "The Politics of Strategic Adjustment: Ideas, Institutions, and

Interests," SSRC/MacArthur Foundation, University of Texas at Austin, April

1994.

Paper: "Who's In Command: The End of the Cold War and the Future of U.S.

Civil-Military Relations."

Conference: "The Army and Society in the 21st Century," United States

Military Academy Senior Conference XXXI, West Point, NY, June 1994.



Conference: "Strategy and National Security," Wianno Club, Cape Cod  MA,

June 1994.

Paper: "The End of the Cold War and Future U.S. Civil-Military Relations."

Conference: "U.S. Civil-Military Relations," Center for Strategic and

International Studies and U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, PA,

September 1994.

Paper: "U.S. Civil-Military Relations in a Changing International Order."

Conference: "Realism: Reaffirmations, Refutations, and Renewal," Security

Studies, Charlottesville, VA, October 1994.

Paper: "Why Realists Disagree About the Third World (And Why They

Shouldn't)."

Talk:"Our Post-modern Predicament," Olin Institute, Harvard  University,

Cambridge, MA, October 1994.

Seminar: "Strategy Faculty Seminar," U.S. Naval War College,  Newport, RI,

December 1994.

Presentation: "A Crisis In Command: The End of the Cold War and Changing

U.S. Civil-Military Relations."

Conference: "Civil-Military Relations and the Consolidation of  Democracy,"

National Endowment for Democracy and George Marshall European Center for

Security Studies, Washington, DC, March 1995.

Paper: "Mission Matters: The End of the Cold War and Future  Civil-Military

Relations."

Conference: "Force Projection and Sustainment," John M. Olin  Institute for

Strategic Studies, Harvard University and Defense and  Arms Control Studies

Program, MIT, Cambridge, MA, March 1995.

Co-organizer.

Workshop: "Inter-American Peace, Security, and Democracy-Planning

Workshop,"  Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, DC, March 1995.

Paper: "Why Latin America May Miss the Cold War: The United States and

Future Inter-American Security Relations."



Workshop: "Realism and International Relations After the Cold War," John M.

Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April

1995.

Workshop: "Annual General James H. Doolittle Dinner/Workshop - Strategic

Airpower in Desert Storm and Beyond," Defense and Arms Control Studies

Program, MIT, John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies Harvard University,

and the Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University,

Cambridge, MA, April 1995.

Co-organizer and Panel Chair. 

Seminar: Defense and Arms Control Studies Program, MIT, Cambridge,   MA,

April 1995.

Paper: "Losing Control: The End of the Cold War and Changing U.S. Civil-

Military Relations."

Conference: "Fault Lines of Democratic Governance in the Americas," The

North-South Center, Miami, FL, May 1995.

Paper: "The Social Construction of Military Coups: Ideas, Threats, and

Military Doctrine in Latin American  Politics."

Conference: "Strategy and National Security," Wianno Club, Cape Cod, MA,

June 1995.

Panel Chair: "Rational Choice and Security Studies." 

Senior Advisory Council Meeting: "U.S. Post-Cold War Civil-Military 

Relations," Olin Institute, Harvard, Cambridge, MA, July 1995.

Organizer and Chair.

Convention: American Political Science Association, Chicago,   IL, September

1995.

Panel: "A National Strategy: A Symposium in Memory of the  Late Eric

Nordlinger."

Commentator.

Panel: "Sources of Civilian Control."

Paper: "Soldiers, States, and Structure: Civil-Military  Relations in a Changing

Threat Environment."



Conference: "Inter-American Peace, Security, and Democracy:   Challenges for

the Post-Cold War Era," Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, DC, September

1995.

Panel: "U.S. Policy: Increasing Cooperation or Disorder?"

Paper: "Why Latin American May Miss the Cold War:  The United States and

the Future of Interamerican Relations."

Conference: "International Security in the Greater Caribbean," Olin Institute,

Center for International Affairs, North-South Center, and the

FUNDAYACUCHO, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, October 1995.

Co-organizer and Commentator.

Panel Discussion: "The Legacy of Colin Powell as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff," Olin Institute, Harvard and the Nitze School for Advanced

International Studies, The Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC, October

1995.

Co-organizer.

Seminar: "Does Grachev Have a Future?" Russian Research Center, Harvard

University, Cambridge, MA, November 1995.

Presenter.

Seminar: "Is the Russian Military Out of Control?  Harvard-Russian Institute

of International Affairs and the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign

Ministry, Moscow, Russian Federation, December   1995.

Presenter.

Faculty Seminar: Department of Government, Dartmouth College, Hanover,

NH, January 1996.

Paper: "War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?"

Television Talk Show: "News Night With Margie Reedy," New England Cable

News Network, Newton, MA, February 1996.

Guest Commentator on "Armed for Profit."

Television Talk Show: "The Group," WGBH, Boston, MA, February 1996.

Guest Panelist on "Armed for Profit."



Radio Talk Show: "The Connection," WBUR, Boston, MA, February 1996.

Guest Commentator on the "Cuba Connection."

Television Talk Show, "The Group," WGBH, Boston, MA, May 1996.

Guest Panelist on "The Israeli Election."

Workshop: "New Faces in Civil-Military Relations," Olin Institute,

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, June 1996.

Coorganizer and Paper Presenter: "Soldiers, States, and Structure:

Civilian Control of the Military in a Changing Security  Environment."

Conference: "Strategy and National Security," Wianno Club, Cape Cod, June

1996.

Panel Chair: "The Future of Deterrence."

Television Talk Show: "The Group," WGBH, Boston, MA, June 1996.

Guest Panelist on the "Bombing in Dhahran."

Conference: "The Revolution in Military Affairs," Security Studies and the

Joint Center for International and Security Studies, Monterey, CA, August

1996.

Roundtable: "The RMA and Civilian Control."

Convention: American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA, August

1996.

Commentator: "Military Technology and the International System."

Seminar: Defense and Arms Control Studies Program, MIT, Cambridge, MA,

October 1996.

Paper: "Culture and National Security."

Seminar: "Death and Night and Blood: Yukio Mishima and the Paradox of a

Militarist Writer in a Pacifist Japan," Olin Institute, Cambridge, MA, October

1996.

Presentation.

Radio Interview: "Stress and Gulf War Syndrome," Christian Science Monitor

Radio, January 1997.



Television Interview: "Stress and Gulf War Syndrome," "MS/NBC," CNBC,

January 1997.

Seminar: Program on International Politics, Economics, and Security  PIPES),

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, January 1997.

Paper: "Culture and National Security." 

Consultant: Comision de Analisis Sobre Relaciones Entre Colombia and los

Estados Unidos, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington, DC, March

1997.

Memorandum: "U.S. Post-Cold War Foreign and Defense Policies." 

Seminar: John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University, May

1997.

Paper: "Constructing Conflict? The Wartime Impact of Peacetime Planning."

Asia/Pacific Crisis Simulation, MIT, May 1997.

Participant.  

Convention: American Political Science Association, Washington, DC,

September 1997.

Panel: "Culture and National Security: Progress or Degeneration?"

Paper: "When Culture Matters (And When It Doesn't)."

Radio Interview: "Military Missions and Civilian Control," Talk of the Nation,

National Public Radio, September 1997.

Seminar: "Culture, Schmulture: When It Matters and When It Doesn't,"

Christopher Brown Center for International Politics, University of

Pennsylvania, November 1997.

Seminar: "War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?" Council on 

Foreign Relations, New York, November 1997.

Talk: "Civil-Military Relations: What Are They and Why Should We Care

About Them?" Ukrainian National Security Program, John F. Kennedy School

of Government, Harvard University, December 1997.



Talk: "Cultural Divergence and Post-Cold War U.S. Civil-Military Relations,"

Executive Program for Senior Russian Military Officers, John F. Kennedy

School of Government, Harvard University, January 1998. 

Seminar: "War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?" Department of

Political Science, MIT, February 1998.

Talk: "Cultural Divergence and Post-Cold War U.S. Civil-Military Relations,"

Executive Program for Senior Chinese Military Officers, John F. Kennedy

School of Government, Harvard University, March 1998. 

Seminar: “War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?” Department of

Political Science, New School for Social Research, May 1998.

Talk: “Problems of Proliferation.”  Asia-Pacific Forum, John F. Kennedy School

of Government, Harvard University, August 1998. 

Talk: “The Post-Cold War Divergence of Civilian and Military Cultures,” Great

Lakes Naval Training Center, October 1998. 

Talk: "Civil-Military Relations: What Are They and Why Should We Care

About Them?" Ukrainian National Security Program, John F. Kennedy School

of Government, Harvard University, December 1998.

Talk: “Cultural Divergence and Post-Cold War U.S. Civil-Military Relations,”

Great Lakes Naval Training Center, March 1999.

Talk: “Two Myths of Air Power and Humanitarian Intervention,” Patterson

School of Diplomacy and International Commerce, University of Kentucky,

April 1999.

Talk, “Culture and International Security,” U.S. Central Intelligence Agency,

April 1999.

Talk: “Technological Change and International Relations: Nirvana or New

Medievalism,” Sandia National Laboratories, May 1999.

Talk: “Obligations to Rights: Changing Notions of Citizenship and Civil-

Military Relations,” Great Lakes Naval Training Center, June 1999.



Radio Interview: “Reinstating the Draft?” Which Way L.A., KCRW, Santa

Monica, CA, June 1999.

Paper: “Explaining the Gap: The Decline of the Mass Army and the

Republicanization of the South,” Triangle Institute for Security Studies,

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and Duke University, August 1999.

Paper: “Explaining the Gap: The Decline of the Mass Army and the

Republicanization of the South,” American Political Science Association Annual

Convention, September 1999.

Talk: “The Military Lessons of Kosovo,” United Nations Association of the

United States of America, Lexington, KY September 1999. 

Paper: “Explaining the Gap: The Decline of the Mass Army and the

Republicanization of the South,” International Studies Association - South

Convention, October 1999.

Talk: "Civil-Military Relations: What Are They and Why Should We Care

About Them?" Ukrainian National Security Program, John F. Kennedy School

of Government, Harvard University, December 1999.  

Roundtable: “Was Pius XII Really Hitler’s Pope?” Patterson School of

Diplomacy and International Commerce and the Newman Center, University of

Kentucky, February 2000.

Commentator: “Haiti and Coercive Diplomacy,” U.S. Institute for Peace,

Washington, DC, April, 2000. 

Paper: “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime-type Doesn’t Matter,” Program

on International Security Policy, Department of Political Science, University

Chicago, March 2000.

Talk: “Civilian Control of the Military: The Changing Security Environment,”

National Defense University, April 2000.

Talk: “Should the Military ‘Do Windows?” Humanitarian Intervention and

American civil-Military Relations,” The John M. Olin Center for Inquiry Into

the Theory and Practice of Democracy, University of Chicago, May 2000.



Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Washington, DC, September 2000.

Talk:  “Immaculate Warfare and the Post-Vietnam Military’s Distrust of

Civilian Leadership.”

Talk: “Why MOUT Now?” Conference on Military Operations in an Urban

Environment: Lessons from the Past for Current Doctrine and Future Policy, Ft.

Knox, KY, September 2000.

Conference Organizer.

Conference: “Principle and Prudence in Early American Foreign Policy,” The

Liberty Fund, Indianapolis, IN, September, 2000.

Paper: “Democracy and Victory?  Why Regime Type Doesn’t Matter (Very

Much),” Belfar Center for Science and International Affairs, John F. Kennedy

School of Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, October 2000.

Talk: “Gays in the Military and Unit Cohesion,” The Commonwealth Club, San

Francisco, CA, December 2000.

Paper: “The Politics of Humanitarian Intervention,” Conference on The

Question of Humanitarian Intervention, Foreign Policy Research Institute,

Philadelphia, PA, February 2001. 

Talk: “The Holocaust and International Politics,” Honors Program/Faculty

Without Class, The University of Kentucky, March 2001.

Talk: “Culture Clash: Assessing the Role of Ideas in Security Studies,” Charles

Phelps Taft Lecture, Department of Political Science, University of Cincinnati,

May 2001.

Talk: “Democracy, Civilian Control and Military Reform” Black Sea Regional

Security Forum, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University,

June 2001.

Commentator: “New Currents in Civil-Military Relations,” American Political

Science Association, Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA September 2001.



Talk: “Ethics and Terrorism,” University of Kentucky Medical School and

Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical Center Joint Seminar on Medical

Ethics, Lexington, KY September 2001.

Talk: “What Does Last Tuesday Tell Us About Future World Politics?”

University-wide Forum, University of Kentucky, September 2001.

Talk: “The Prospects for Counter-Terrorist Operations,” University of

Kentucky Law School, September 2001.

Talk: “Do We Have Any Good Military Options in Afghanistan?” Lexington

Medical Society, October 2001.

Talk: “Just War and Terrorism,” Newman Center, University of Kentucky,

October 2001.

Talk: “What Are the Common Factors That Affect Civil-Military Relations? 

Which Can We Affect?” Bureau of Intelligence and Research, U.S. Department

of State, Rosslyn, VA, October 2001. 

Talk: “Civilian Control of the Military,” Air War College, Maxwell AFB, AL,

December 2001.

Radio Interview: “Civil-Military Relations,” Odyssey  WBEZ, Chicago, IL,

December 2001.

Talk: “War Termination: The Political Science Perspective,” The Sayre School,

Lexington, KY, February 2002.

Talk: “Can Democracies Win the War on Terrorism?” David Kennedy Center

for International Studies, Brigham Young University, March 2002.

Radio Interview: “Cuba,” Odyssey  WBEZ, Chicago, IL, May 2002.

Conference: “The Revolution in Military Affairs and the Research University,”

The Kentucky Commission on Military Affairs, Kentucky EBSCoR, and the

Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce, Lexington, KY

July  2002.

Organizer.



Convention: American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, September

2002.

Panel: "Civilization, Culture, and World Order.”

Commentator.

Radio Interview: “Civil-Military Relations,” Odyssey  WBEZ, Chicago, IL,

September 2002.

Talk: “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime-type Hardly Matters,” Joan B.

Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, Helen Kellogg Institute for

International Studies, and the Department of Political Science, University of

Notre Dame, February 2003. 

Talk: “Why a Palestinian State is in Everyone’s Interest,” Joan B. Kroc Institute

for International Peace Studies, Helen Kellogg Institute for International

Studies, and the Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame,

February 2003. 

Convention: International Studies Association Annual Meeting, Portland, OR,

February 2003.

Roundtable: “Democracy, Peace, and War: What Have We Learned (Lately)?”

Panel: “Casualties, Combat, and Security Policy,” Discussant.

Roundtable: “American Realism Meets the English School.” 

Radio Interview: “Reporter’s Notebook,” To the Point, KCRW, Santa Monica,

CA, March 2003.

Radio Interview: “Patriotism and the Military,” Odyssey, WBEZ, Chicago, IL,

April 2003.

Talk: “Democracy, Civilian Control, and Military Reform” Black Sea Regional

Security Forum, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University,

May 2003.

Talk: “Why Ordinary Men Do Horrible Things,” March of Remembrance and

Hope, Newark, NJ, May 2003.

Radio Interview: “Liberia Report,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, July 2003.



Convention: American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, August

2003.

Panel: "Democracy and War: A Pessimistic View.”

Paper: “Democracy and Victory: The Case of the Russo-Polish War.”

Talk: “The Increasing Costs of Empire Due to Nationalism and Balancing,”

Coalition for a Realistic Foreign Policy, Washington, DC, October 2003.

Radio Interview: “Iraq and the Shadow of Vietnam,” Odyssey, WBEZ, Chicago,

IL, November 2003.

Talk: “Democracy and Victory: The Case of the Russo-Polish War,”

Department of Political Science, The University of Notre Dame, November 2003.

Talk: “Will the Capture of Saddam Solve Our Iraq Problems?” Louisville

Committee on Foreign Relations, December 2003.

Talk: “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime Type Hardly Matters,” George

Bush School of Government and Public Service, January 2004.

Convention: International Studies Association, Montreal, CA, March 2004.

Panel: “How Well Does the Democratic Marketplace of Ideas Really Work?”

Paper: “Are Democracies Really Smarter in War?

Panel: “How Do States Create Military Power?” Commentator.

Workshop: “The Status of Diplomatic and Military History,” Security Studies

Program, MIT, April 2004.

Co-organizer.

Asia/Pacific Crisis Simulation, MIT, Cambridge, MA, May 2004.

Participant.  

Radio Interview: “Civilian Contractors in Iraq,” Odyssey, WBEZ, Chicago, IL,

May 2004.

Conference: “Liberty, Leadership, and Images of the Battle of Salamis,” The

Liberty Fund, San Francisco, CA, June, 2004.



Conference: “The University and International Relations in the 21st Century,”

Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Public Affairs, June 2004.

Talk: “The Growing Estrangement of Theory and Practice in International

Relations.”

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Chicago, IL, September 2004.

Roundtable: The Shield of Achilles, by Philip Bobbit: Statecraft and the

International System Through Time, discussant.

Panel: Political Theory and International Security, Chair.

Panel: Debating the Neoconservative Approach to International Security, Chair.

Workshop: “Measuring National Power in the Information Age,” Rand

Corporation and Strategic Assessments Group, U.S. Central Intelligence

Agency, Washington, DC, September 2004. 

Conference: “Liberty in the Early and Late Works of Robert Nozick,” White

Stallion Ranch, AZ, January 2005.

Press Conference: “U.S. National Interests and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,”

National Press Club, Washington, DC, January 2005.

Paper: “Democracy and Israel’s Military Effectiveness,” Christopher Browne

Center for International Studies, University of Pennsylvania, January 2005.

Talk: “The Israel-Palestine Conflict and U.S. National Security,” World Affairs

Council, San Antonio World, TX, February 2005. [Later broadcast on Texas

Public Radio]

Convention: International Studies Association, Honolulu, HI, March 2005.

Panel: “Darwin and International Relations.”

Talk: “The Israel-Palestine Conflict and U.S. National Security,” World Affairs

Council, St. Louis, MO, April 2005.

Conference: “America’s Security in the Age of Terrorism,” The American

Cause, McClean, VA, April 2005. [Later broadcast on CSPAN]



Conference: “Sino-U.S. Relations and Regional Security in Northeast Asia,”

Shanghai Institute for International Studies and George H.W. Bush School of

Government and Public Service, Shanghai, PRC, May 2005.

Paper: “Bush Should Be Careful What He Wishes for in China.”

Conference: “Clausewitz, Liberty, and the Transformation of War,” The

Liberty Fund, Philadelphia, PA, June 2005.

Seminar: “America’s Role in a Changing World,” Björklunden/Lawrence

University, Bailey’s Harbor, WI, July 2005.

Instructor.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Washington, DC, September 2005.

Theme Panel: “Debating Torture as a Resource for National Security Policy”

Paper: “Liberalism and Torture”

Radio Interview: “North Korea and White House Report,” The World, Public

Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, September 2005.

Conference: “China-U.S. Relations: Past, Present, and Future,” Chinese

Peoples’ Association for Friendship With Foreign Countries and Texas A&M

University, Beijing, PRC, November, 2005.

Respondent: “Security Issues in the Asia-Pacific Region.” 

Conference: “Beijing Forum,” Peking University, Beijing, PRC, November 2005.

Panel: “America’s Role in the Security of East Asia.” 

Radio Interview: “Iraqi Elections,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, December 2005.

Radio Interview: “Bush Defends U.S. Actions In Iraq,” The World, Public

Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, January, 2006.

Radio Interview: “U.S. National Security in a Time of Conflict,” Open Line,

NPR 98/WOSU, Columbus OH, February 2006.

Talk: “America’s Liberal Illiberalism,” Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware,

OH, February 2006.



Talk: “America’s Liberal Illiberalism,” Mershon Center/Ohio State University,

Columbus, OH, February 2006.

Conference: “Freedom and Empire in Herodotus’s Histories,” The Liberty

Fund, Chicago, IL, March 2006.

Discussion Leader.

Convention: International Studies Association, San Diego, CA, March 2006.

Panels: “American Hegemony in Theoretical and Historical Perspective –             

Christopher Layne’s Peace of Illusions,” discussant.

“What International History Offers International Relations,” chair. 

Workshop: “Lone Star National Security Forum,” George Bush School of

Government and Public Service and Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public

Affairs, Galveston, TX, April 2006.

Co-Organizer.

Conference: “Standing Armies, Militias, and Liberty: Arguments from 1697 to

Today,” The Liberty Fund, Loch Lomand, Scotland, May 2006.

Seminar: “America: The View From Abroad,” Björklunden/Lawrence

University, Bailey’s Harbor, WI, July 2006.

Instructor.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Philadelphia, PA, September 2006.

Panel: “American Hegemony in Theoretical and Historical Perspective –             

Christopher Layne’s Peace of Illusions,” member.

Panel: “Beyond Liberal and Conservative: Forging a Bipartisan Foreign Policy

Consensus,” member.

Panel: “Democratic Accountability and Civil-Military Relations,” chair.

Conference: “War and Liberty,” The Liberty Fund, Cincinnati, OH, September

2006.

Talk: “The Liberal Roots of the American Empire,” Robert Strauss Center,

University of Texas, Austin, TX, November, 2006.



Radio Interview: “Robert Gates’ Nomination as Secretary of Defense,” The

World, Public Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, November 2006.

Conference: “The Moral Consequences of Economic Growth,” The Liberty Fund,

Indianapolis, IN, February 2007.

Convention: International Studies Association, Chicago, IL, March 2007.

Panel: “Debating the Costs and Benefits of the American Empire,” discussant.

Authors’ Workshop: “The Solder and the State at Fifty,” United States Military

Academy, West Point, NY, March 2007.

Paper: “Huntington’s Hartz: The Clash of Civilizations Between America’s

Civilian Liberalism and Military Realism. 

Workshop: “Lone Star National Security Forum,” George Bush School of

Government and Public Service and Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public

Affairs, Lake Travis, TX, March-April 2007.

Co-Organizer.

Conference: “Terrorism and Liberty,” The Liberty Fund, Newport, RI, May

2007.

Radio Interview: “Iraq Funding Bill Moves Toward Passage,” The World,

Public Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, May 2007.

Conference: “The Solder and the State at Fifty,”  United States Military

Academy Senior Conference XLIV, West Point, NY, June 2007.

Paper: “Huntington’s Hartz: The Clash of Civilizations Between America’s

Civilian Liberalism and Military Realism.”

Keynote Address: “‘Professional’ Versus ‘Education:’ What Should Be the

Emphasis?” Air Command and Staff College Faculty Off-site, Maxwell AFB,

AL July 2007.

Keynote Address: “Re-establishing the Post-Iraq Civil-Military Balance,” Chief

of Staff of the Army’s Strategic Leadership Development Course XVIII

(Advanced), Falls Church, VA, August 2007.



Radio Interview: “Conflict Seen Between U.S. Military, Civilian Leaders,” Day

to Day, National Public Radio, August 2007.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Chicago, IL, August/September 2007.

Roundtable: “The Solder and the State at Fifty.”

Paper:  “Huntington’s Hartz: The Clash of Civilizations Between America’s

Civilian Liberalism and Military Realism.”

Talk: “The Changing Character of ‘Existential’ Threats,” National Defense

Intelligence College, Washington, DC September, 2007.

Presentation: “Re-establishing the Post-Iraq Civil-Military Balance,” Comenius

Executive Leadership Program (Netherlands), Berkeley, CA, October 2007. 

Conference: “China-U.S. Security Forum: Evolving and Enhancing Military

Relations,” Washington, DC, October 2007.

Organizer and Summary Panel Member.

Radio Interview: “They Got It Right: (2) Michael Desch,” Open Source With

Christopher Lydon, WGBH, Boston, MA, October 2007.

Talk: “Bush and the Generals,” Veterans Museum, Madison, WI, October 2007.

Talk: “Why We Can’t Talk Sanely About Israel,” Department of History

Seminar, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, October 2007.

Meeting: National Defense College Board of Visitors, Boling AFB, Washington,

DC, January 2008.

Conference: “Thucydides on Empire, War, Democracy, and Liberty,” The

Liberty Fund, Indianapolis, IN, January 2008.

Conference: “Economic Liberty and Political Freedom: Cause, Effect, or

Incompatible,” The Liberty Fund, Vancouver, BC, Canada, February/March

2008.

Conference Director.



Conference: “Existential Threats and Civil-Security Relations: Israel in

Theoretical and Comparative Perspective,” Hebrew University, Jerusalem, IL,

March 2008.

Paper: “Liberalism and the New Definition of ‘Existential” Threat.”

Talk: “America’s Liberal Illiberalism,” Robert Shuman Centre for Advanced

Studies, European University Institute, Florence, IT, March 2008. 

Talk: “America’s Liberal Illiberalism,” Program on International Security

Policy, The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL April 2008. 

Radio Interview: “Iraq and the Election,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, April 2008.

Talk: “Liberalism and Over-Reaction,” The Empire Salon, The Committee for

the Republic, Washington, DC, May 2008.

Talk: “Liberalism and Over-Reaction,” The Academy of Philosophy and Letters

Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, May 2008. 

Seminar: “Israel and America,” Björklunden/Lawrence University, Bailey’s

Harbor, WI, July 2008.

Instructor.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, Boston,

MA, August 2008.

Panel: “Ideology, Beliefs, and Foreign Policy.”

Paper: “The Ideological Origins of Overreaction in American Foreign Policy.”

Conference: The Brady-Johnson Conference on Teaching Grand Strategy, Yale

University, New Haven, CT, September 2008.

Conference: “America and the World: National Security in a New Era,” The

Tobin Project, Airlie House, VA, November 2008.

Conference: Global Trends 2025: A Conversation with Global and Regional

Experts, The Scowcroft Institute of International Affairs and the National

Intelligence Council, College Station, TX, November 2008.

Panel: “New Societies, Old Institutions, and Redundant Nation-States?



Radio Interview: “Obama’s Foreign Policy Team,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, November 2008.

Radio Interview: “Gates Stays On,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, November 2008.

Convention: International Studies Association, New York, NY, February 2009.

Panel Discussion: “The Evolving Role of the Navy/Military As It Relates to

Future Operations,” Naval Leadership Weekend, University of Notre Dame U.S.

Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps, March 2009, Notre Dame, IN.

Moderator.

Talk: “How Could It Get Any Worse? A Future Crisis in Civil-Military

Relations,” U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth,

KS, March 2009.

Convention: Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 2009.

Roundtable: “Broken Civil-Military Relations and Strategic Blunders: The Case

of Iraq.”

Workshop: The Lone Star National Security Forum, George Bush School of

Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University; Lyndon Banes

Johnson School of Public Affairs; and John Goodwin Tower Center for Political

Studies, Southern Methodist University, Corpus Christi, TX, April 2009. 

Radio Interview: “Attacking Piracy,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, April 2009.

Talk: “The Liberal Roots of the American Empire,” Seminar: “Liberal Theory

and the Muslim Question: Examining Liberalism’s Claim to Universality,”

Center for Government and International Studies, Harvard University, April

2009.

Seminar: “China and America,” Björklunden/Lawrence University, Bailey’s

Harbor, WI, July 2009.

Instructor.



Radio Interview: “Obama Treks to Indiana to Talk Economy,” Marketplace,

National Public Radio, August 2009.

Radio Interview: “Plans for a New Interrogation Team,” The World, Public

Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, August 2009.

Radio Interview: “Learning to Love the Bomb,” Newsweek On Air/WNYC, New

York, August 2009.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Toronto, CA, September 2009.

Roundtable: “The World According to Samuel Huntington.”

Panel: “International conflict and the fate of Liberal Democracy.”

              Chair and Discussant.

Panel: “Nuclear Weapons and the Cold War.”

  Chair and Discussant.

Roundtable: “The Israel Lobby at Two.”

                         Chair.

Radio Interview: “Scaling Back On Nuclear Weapons,” The World, Public

Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, September 2009.

Talk: “What Eggheads Can Teach Generals,” Saturday Scholar Series,

University of Notre Dame, September 2009.

Workshop: “Bridging the Gap,” New Era Foreign Policy Project, Duke

University and the University of California at Berkeley, Washington, DC,

October 2009.

Convention: Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society Biennial

Conference, Chicago, IL, October 2009.

Chair and Presenter: “Civil-Military Relations and Controversy.”

 

Talk: “What Eggheads Can Teach Generals,” Executive Vice President

Leadership Team, University of Notre Dame, November 2009.

Radio Interview: “Afghanistan Strategy Debate,” The World, Public Radio

International/WGBH, Boston, MA, November 2009.



Talk: “If, When, and How Social Science Can Contribute to National Security

Policy,” The Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies,

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, November 2009.

Convention: International Studies Association, New Orleans, LA, February

2010.

Roundtable: “Connecting Scholars and Practioners in National Security

Policymaking.”

Roundtable: “Democratic Peace Between Theory and Practice.”

Panel: “Empire and International Order.”

Paper: “The Liberal Roots of the American Empire.”

Talk: “If, When, and How Social Science Can Contribute to National Security

Policy,” Security Studies Program, MIT, March 2010.

Conference: “The Influence of Social Science Theory Upon National Security

Policy,” Notre Dame International Security Program, Notre Dame, IN, April

2010.

Organizer and Commentator.

Conference: “Realism, Order, and Liberty in International Politics According to

Lord Salisbury and George Kennan,” The Liberty Fund, Indianapolis, IN, May

2010.

Radio Interview: “Obama’s National Security Strategy,” The World, Public

Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, May 2010.

Radio Interview: “General McChrystal, General Petreaus, and ‘Obama’s

War,’” To the Point, KCRW, Santa Monica, CA, June 2010.

Television Interview: "Political Fallout of McChrystal Ouster Examined," The

News Hour, PBS, Washington, DC, June 2010.

Radio Interview: “Petreaus Picked to Lead ‘Tough Fight’ in Afghanistan,”

Morning Edition, National Public Radio, Washington, DC June 2010.

Radio Interview: “Analysis: Democracies Often at Odds With Military

Authority,” Voice of America, Washington, DC, June 2010.



Television Interview: “Analysts Pessimistic on Chances of Mideast Talks

Success”  Voice of America, Washington, DC, September 2010.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Washington, DC, September 2010.

Panel: “Ethnic Lobbies and Foreign Policy.”

              Chair.

Panel: “The Future of Counter-Insurgency and Nation-Building .”

  Chair and Discussant.

Panel: “Are You Threatening Me?: New Directions in Threat Assessment and      

              Evaluation.”

  Chair and Discussant.

Talk: “If, When, and How Social Science Can Contribute to National Security

Policy,” University of Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Studies, Notre Dame,

IN, September 2010.

Talk: “Why Democracy Will Doom the Peace Process,” Joan B. Kroc Institute

for International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN ,

September, 2010.

Talk: “The Complicated Triangle: The Peril and Promise of Democracy and

Religion in the Relations Between the USA, Israel, and Turkey,” Iºik University,

Istanbul, Turkey, October 2010.

Talk: “The Liberal Roots of the American Empire,” Department of

International Relations, Iºik University, ªile, Turkey, October 2010.

Talk: “Let’s Talk Turkey,” College Arts and Letters Advisory Council,

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN, October 2010.

Radio Interview: “Midterm Impact on Obama Foreign Policy,” The World,

Public Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, November 2010.

Conference: “Power Through Its Prudent Use: Strategies and Instruments for

US National Security,” The Tobin Project, Wylie Inn, Beverly, MA, December

2010.



Talk: “Why America Can't Stand Not to Be #1: A New Grand Strategy for a

New Century,” Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Chicago, IL January 2011.

Panel Discussion: “Women and War: In and Out of Uniform,” ROTC Women,

University of Notre Dame, IN, January 2011. 

Conference: “Strategy and Liberty in Thucydides’ Peloponnesian War,” The

Liberty Fund, San Antonio, TX, February 2011.

Workshop: “Religion and International Relations (I),” Notre Dame/Mellon

Initiative on Religion Across the Disciplines, Montreal, CA, March 2011.

Co-convener.

Convention: International Studies Association Annual Convention, Montreal,

Canada, March 2011.

Roundtable: Can We Reach An Understanding? Gender, Feminism, and

Security Studies.

Convention: Mid-West Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Chicago, IL, March 2011.

Roundtable: “Presidents and Military Command.”

Presentation:”Presidents and Supreme Command: Lessons From Iraq and the

Global War on Terrorism.”

Seminar: “America and the World After 9/11,” Teachers As Scholars,

University of Notre Dame, March/April 2011.

Instructor.

Talk: “If, When, and How Social Science Can Contribute to National Security

Policymaking,” National Intelligence Council, Washington, DC, April 2011.

Talk: “American Grand Strategy After Iraq and Afghanistan: The Case for Off-

Shore Balancing,” President’s Circle, University of Notre Dame, Washington

DC, April, 2011.  

Conference: “Liberty and Responsibility in the Major Works of Samuel P.

Huntington” The Liberty Fund, Osterville, MA, May 2011.

Conference Director.



Workshop: “The Cult of the Irrelevant in Academia: Causes and

Consequences,” The Carnegie Corporation and the Elliott School, George

Washington University, Washington, DC, June 2011.

Co-Organizer.

Talk: “War and the Catholic Tradition,” Theology on Tap, Diocese of Ft.

Wayne-South Bend, IN, August 2011.

Workshop: “Religion and International Relations (II),” Notre Dame/Mellon

Initiative on Religion Across the Disciplines, South Bend, IN, August 2011.

Co-convener.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, Seattle,

WA, September 2011.

Panel: “Author Meets Critics: Sebastian Rosato's Europe United”

              Chair.

Panel: “Exploring the Origins and Implications of the Military-Industrial             

              Complex”

  Panelist.

Panel: “Is There a Clash of Civilizations? Geopolitics and Globalization.”

  Panelist.

Radio Interview: “The Palestinian Request for UN Recognition,” The Beijing

Hour, China Radio International, Beijing, PRC, September 2011 (three separate

interviews).

Convention: Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society Biennial

Conference, Chicago, IL, October 2011.

Commentator and Presenter: “Ten Years after September 11: Strategic

Choices.”

Conference: The H.L. Mencken Club, Baltimore, MD, November 2011.

Talk: “Obama and America’s Liberal Empire.”

Talk: “‘Academic’ Security Studies: From the Wizards of Armageddon to the

High Priests of the Cult of the Irrelevant,” International Security Colloquium,

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, December 2011.



Workshop: “Religion and International Relations (III),” Notre Dame/Mellon

Initiative on Religion Across the Disciplines, Chicago, IL, March 2012.

Co-convener.

Workshop: “Covering Globalization @ The Local Level: Beyond the G8/NATO

Summits,” A McCormick Specialized Reporting Institute, Chicago, IL, March

2012.

Presenter: “NATO/Security.”

Workshop: The Lone Star National Security Forum, George Bush School of

Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University and Lyndon Banes

Johnson School of Public Affairs, Westin Stonebriar, Frisco, TX, March 2012.

Paper: “‘Academic’ Security Studies: From the Wizards of Armageddon to the

High Priests of the Cult of the Irrelevant.”

Workshop: “Global Trends 2030: Alternative Worlds,” National Intelligence

Council, Office of the Director of National Intelligence; Notre Dame

International Security Program; Program on International Security Policy,

University of Chicago; Buffet Center for International Studies, Northwestern

University; Chicago Council on Global Affairs; Notre Dame, IN, April 2012.

Co-organizer and Commentator. 

Television Interview: “The NATO Summit,” CTV, Ontario, CA, May 2012.

Television Interview: “Syria,” CTV, Ontario, CA, July 2012.

Talk: “Obama and America’s Liberal Empire,” The Liberty Fund, Indianapolis,

IN, July 2012.

Radio Interview: “Israel’s Prime Minister and the U.S. Election,” The World,

Public Radio International/WGBH, Boston, MA, September 2012.

Radio Interview: “Cranks and Crazies Have Taken Over the Republican Party;

With the MEK Now Off the Terror List Will Congress Fund Them to Attack

Iran?; "Bibi's Chutzpah: the Prime Minister Crosses a Red Line,” Background
Briefing With Ian Masters, Pacifica Radio, September 2012.

Radio Interview: “CNN Radio News Day: September 27, 2012,” CNN Radio,
September, 2012.



Radio Interview: “The Daily Wrap from The Wall Street Journal with Michael
Castner, September 28, 2012,” The Wall Street Journal Radio, September, 2012.

Talk: “What Do Policymakers Want From Us?  Preliminary Results 
From A Survey of Current and Former National Security Decision-Makers,”
Seminar on International Relations Theory, Department of Political Science,
Northern Illinois University, De Kalb, IL, October 2012.

Research Presentation: “The Professionalization of Social Science and the
Decline of Public Intellectualism: The Case of National Security Studies,”
Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Notre Dame, October 2012. 

Manuscript Review Seminar: “Henry R. Nau, Conservative Internationalism:
Armed Diplomacy Under Jefferson, Polk, Truman, and Reagan,” Hoover
Institution/Stanford University, Washington, DC, October 2012.

Socratic Seminar: “Thomas Sowell’s Intellectuals and Society,” The Liberty
Fund, Indianapolis, IN, November 2012.

Radio Interview: “The Palestinian Request for UN Recognition, II,” The Beijing
Hour, China Radio International, Beijing, PRC, November 2012 (two separate
interviews).

Workshop: “U.S. Grand Strategy,” Belfer Center for Science and International
Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA, November 2012.

Conference: “Sustainable National Security: Smarter Strategy for a Changing
World,” The Tobin Project, Beverly, MA, December 2012.

Research Presentation: “Politics and Science as a Vocation: The Ethical
Imperative for Some Scholars to Be Public Intellectuals (And for the Rest to Let
Them Do So),”  Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Notre Dame,
October 2012. 

Talk: “What Do Policymakers Want From Us?  Preliminary Results 
From A Survey of Current and Former National Security Decision-Makers,”
Center on American and Global security, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN,
February 2013.

Conference: “International Ethics and Free Government,” The Liberty Fund,
San Antonio, TX, February 2013.



Workshop: “The Carnegie Cult of the Irrelevant Project,” Notre Dame
International Security Program and Security Studies Program, MIT; Austin,
TX; February-March 2013.
Co-Organizer.
Paper: “What Do Policymakers Want From Us?

Preliminary Results from a Survey of Current and Former Senior National

Security Decision-makers” (with Paul Avey). 

Presentation: “The Flawed, But Indispensable, NRC Rankings.” 

Presentation: “Alternative Rankings for Excellence in International Relations” (with

Peter Campbell).

Conference: “Ike Reconsidered: Lessons from the Eisenhower Legacy for the

21st Century,” Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute, Hunter College, New

York, NY, March 2013.

Chair and Commentator: “Honest Expertise: Eisenhower and the Constructive

Use of Science.”

Panelist: “Science Policy Roundtable.”

Workshop: “Role of Culture, History, and Religion in Future Global

Development,” The Atlantic Council, U.S.; Risk Assessment and Horizon

Scanning, Government of Singapore; and the National Intelligence Council,

Office of the Director National Intelligence, Washington, DC, March 2013. 

Discussion: “Drone Warfare: The Unknown Costs (with General James

Cartright),” Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Chicago, IL, March 2013.

Conference: “The Ethical, Strategic, and Legal Implications of Drone Warfare,”

The Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, University of Notre

Dame, Chicago, IL March 2013.

Panel: “The Strategic Implications of Drone Warfare.” 

Commentator.

 

Conference: International Studies Association Annual Convention, San

Francisco, CA, April 2013.

Panel: “Advancing Strategic Culture.” 

Paper: “The Culture of Science and the Marginalization of Security Studies: 

“Normal (Social) Science,” Academic Professionalization, and the Cult of the

Irrelevant in Political Science.” 

Roundtable: “The Future of Civil-Military Relations Theory.”



Conference: “Public Intellectualism in Comparative Context: Different

Countries, Different Disciplines,” Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Study,

Notre Dame, IN, April 2013.

Organizer.

Paper: “Politics and Science As A Vocation: The Ethical Imperative of Public

Intellectualism for Scholars.”

Conference: “The US ‘Rebalance’ Towards Asia: Transatlantic Perspectives,”

CERI-Sciences Po; Association of United States Army; Royal United Services

Institute; United States Embassy – Paris; and Nanovic Institute, University of

Notre Dame; Paris, FR, June 2013.

Panel: “Impact on Transatltantic Relations.” 

Chair.

Conference: “Prudence, Principle, and Western Security,” Earhart Foundation,

Dearborn, MI, July 2013.

Television Interview: “Snowden and U.S.-Russian Relations,” al-

Jazeera/America, New York, NY, August 2013.

Television Interview: “The Next Round of Israel-Palestine Negotiations,” al-

Jazeera/America, New York, NY, August 2013.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Chicago, IL, August 2013.

Panel: “The Crisis of the West: Philosophical and International Perspectives.”

              Commentator.

Panel: “Author Meets Critics: Henry Nau’s ‘Conservative Internationalism: 

              Armed Diplomacy Under Jefferson, Polk, Truman, and Reagan.’”

  Chair and Commentator.

Television Interview: “Russia and Syria,” al-Jazeera/America, New York, NY,

September 2013.

Roundtable: “Responding to the Crisis in Syria,” Kroc Institute for

International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN,

September 2013.



Workshop: “Privacy and Security,” National Security Agency, Ft. Meade, MD,

September 2013.

Roundtable: “Carnegie Corporation of New York-sponsored Initiatives to

Bridge the Divide,” International Studies Association-ISSS/ISAC, Elliot School,

George Washington University, Washington, DC, October 2013.  

Talk: “The Cult of the Irrelevant: The Professionalization of Political Science

and the Marginalization of National Security Studies,” Program on

International Security Policy, The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, October

2013. 

Talk: “The Cult of the Irrelevant: The Professionalization of Political Science

and the Marginalization of National Security Studies,” George Washington

University, Washington, DC, October 2013. 

Talk: “Rigor Over Relevance? The Professionalization of Political Science and

the Marginalization of National Security Studies,” Notre Dame International

Security Program, Notre Dame, IN, November 2013. 

Workshop: “Towards a New Approach to the Advanced Study of Security and

International Affairs,” Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs,

Syracuse University, November 2013, Cazenovia, New York.

Talk: “Rigor Over Relevance? The Professionalization of Political Science and

the Marginalization of National Security Studies,” MIRTH, Department of

Political Science, University of California, Berkeley, CA, December 2013. 

Conference: “James Madison and Liberty,” The Liberty Fund, La Jolla, CA,

January 2014.

Workshop: Questionaire Framing Meeting for 2014 Foreign Policy Survey,”

Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Chicago, IL, January 2014.

Workshop: “The Carnegie Cult of the Irrelevant Project,” Notre Dame

International Security Program and the Henry Stimson Center; Washington,

DC, January 2014.

Co-Organizer.

Paper: “What Do Policymakers Want From Us?” (With Paul C. Avey).



Keynote and Panel Discussions: “Security and Privacy in a World of Changed

Threats and New Technologies: How Can We Enhance Both?” Chicago, IL,

February 2014 [Keynote address by NSA Director GEN Keith Alexander co-

sponsored with Chicago Council on Global Affairs].

Co-organizer.

Talk: "Politics and Science as a Vocation: The Ethical Imperative for Some

Scholars to Be Public Intellectuals (and For the Rest to Let Them Do So),"

Political Theory Workshop, University of Notre Dame, March 2014. 

Conference: International Studies Association Annual Convention, Toronto,

CA, March 2014.

Presidential Roundtable: “Bridging the Academic-Policy Gap.”

Panel: “Time, Place, and Battlespace in an Era of Counterinsurgency.”

Discussant.

Conference: “The Ideas Industry: Is the Academy Needed or Wanted,” The

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford, MA April

2014. 

Talk: “Technique Trumps Relevance:  Why Senior National Security

Policymakers Find Academic Social Science Less Than Helpful.”

Keynote: “Politics And Science As A Vocation,” International Policy Summer

Institute, School of International Service, American University, Washington,

DC, June 2014.

Briefing: “The Cult of the Irrelevant Project,” Annual Board Meeting, The

Carnegie Corporation of New York, New York, NY, June 2014.

Television Interview: “Israel-Palestine Negotiations After the Kidnappings,” al-

Jazeera/America, New York, NY, July 2014.

Workshop: "Strengthening the Links," Institute for the Theory and Practice of

International Relations at the College of William & Mary, Washington, DC,

August 2014.

Paper: “Why the Wizards of Armageddon Ran Into An Intellectual Dead-end:

And What That Tells Us About the Relevance of Academic Nuclear Strategy

Today” [with Paul C. Avey].



Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,

Washington, DC, 2014.

Roundtable: “The Theory and Practice of Grand Strategy.”

Conference: “Liberty and Responsibility in the Nuclear Age,” The Liberty

Fund, White Sulphur Springs, WVA, October  2014.

Conference Director.

Television Interview: “Former President George H.W. Bush and the Israel-

Palestine Conflict,” al-Jazeera/America, New York, NY, January 2015.

Workshop: "Strengthening the Links," Institute for the Theory and Practice of

International Relations at the College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA,

January 2015.

Paper: “Why the Wizards of Armageddon Ran Into An Intellectual Dead-end:

And What That Tells Us About the Relevance of Academic Nuclear Strategy

Today” [with Paul C. Avey].

Panel Discussion: “Tortured Nation: Morality, Security, and Torture,” Center

for Civil and Human Rights, Notre Dame, IN, January 2015.

Panelist.

Graduate Seminar: Notre Dame/Mellon Initiative on Religion Across the

Disciplines, Notre Dame, IN, February 2015.

Paper: "A Coming Reformation of Religion in International Affairs?" 

Convention: International Studies Association, New Orleans, LA, February

2015.

Panel: “Democracies and War.”

Chair.

Workshop: “Fostering Greater Scholarly Relevance: The Perspective From

Higher Education Leaders and the Philanthropic Community” Carnegie

Corporation of New York, New York, NY, May 2015.

Principal Organizer and Talk: “Ranking Irrelevance:  Disincentives for

Scholarly Relevance.” 



Workshop: “Bridging the Gap: Meeting on Engaging University Leadership,”

School of International Service, American University, Washington, DC, May

2015.

Inaugural Lecture: “Is A Grand Strategy of Restraint Politically Viable?”

Charles Koch Grand Strategy Lecture Series, Institute of World Politics,

Washington, DC, May 2015.

Conference: “Privacy in a Free Society,” The Liberty Fund, Washington, DC,

May 2015.

Panel Discussion: “Response to Remarks of H.E. Former President of Indonesia

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono,” Lui Institute for Asia and Asian Studies, Notre

Dame, IN, June 2015.

Chair.

Workshop: Atlantic Coast Conference Academic Consortium Change Agent

Program, Kenan-Flager Business School, University of North Carolina, Chapel

Hill, NC, July 2015.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, San

Francisco, CA, September 2015.

Roundtable: “Author Meets Critics: Bartholomew Sparrow’s The Strategist.”

Chair and Commentator.

Panel: “Rethinking the U.S. Grand Strategy Debate.”

Chair.

Web Roundtable: “Has The 'Israel Lobby' Lost It's Grip On D.C.?” Huffington

Post, September 2015.

Panel Discussion: “The Obama Administration’s Iran Deal: Good Deal or Raw

Deal?” The Helen Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, The University

of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN, September 2015.

Panel Discussion: “The Politics of American Foreign Policy,” Charles Koch

Institute, Washington, DC, September 2015.

Talk: “Is An Alternative to the Grand Strategy of Primacy Politically Viable?”



Talk: “How the Wizards of Armageddon Became the High Priests of the Cult of

the Irrelevant: They Followed Economics to an Intellectual Dead-end,” Security

Studies Program, MIT, Cambridge, MA, September 2015.

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Should We Fight For? (The Case for a Grand

Strategy of Restraint),” The Notre Dame Club of the New Jersey Shore,

Middleton, NJ, October 2015.

Convention: Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society, Chicago,

IL, October 2015.

Roundtable: “Reconstructing Realism.” 

Talk: “Where Will the World Be in 2030? The View from the NIC and ND,”

Lumina Foundation Investment Committee Retreat, Notre Dame, IN, October

2015.

Panel Discussion: “Summit on Realism & Restraint: A New Way Forward for
American Foreign Policy,” The American Conservative with the Department of
Political Science at George Washington University and the Charles Koch
Institute, November 2015.

Panel: “Elites and the Public: How Foreign Policy Is Made.”

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Should We Fight For? (The Case for a Grand
Strategy of Restraint),” The Notre Dame Club of Hartford, CT, November 2015.

Panel Discussion: “Terror in Paris and Beyond,” Nanovic Institute for European
Studies, University of Notre Dame, November 2015.

Panel Discussion: “Foreign Policy in 2016 and Beyond,” Notre Dame
International Security Center and Notre Dame Club of Chicago, Chicago, IL,
December 2015.

Convention: International Studies Association, Atlanta, GA, March 2016.

Panel: “Challenges to the Civil-military Relationship in the 21st Century.”

Chair.

Paper: “Strategic Modernization Theory Drafts a Road Map into a Quagmire,”
Department of Political Science, Baylor University, April 2016.

Talk: “Brent Scowcroft and Realism,” George Bush School of Government,
Texas A&M University, April 2016. 



Conference: “Thucydides and Xenophon on Civil-Military Relations in the
Peloponnesian War,” The Liberty Fund, Monterey, CA, May 2016.

Talk: “The Enduring Relevance of Realism,” Naval War College and Naval
Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA, May 2016.

Panel Discussion: “The Future of U.S. Grand Strategy,” Advancing American
Security, Charles Koch Foundation, Washington, DC, May 2016.

Workshop: “Discovering New Ways to Connect Research and Policy,” Bridging
the Gap Program, Carnegie Corporation of New York, May 2016. 

Talks: “Where Does D-Day Fit in World War II?” and “What Are the Top Five
Foreign Policy Challenges for the Next President?” Notre Dame Scenic Gem
Cruise, France, June 2016.

Talk: “If, When, and How Social Science Can Contribute to National Security
Policymaking,” CKI Salon, Washington, DC, July 2016.

Talk: “Realism as the Conservative Counter-weight to Our Liberal Excess,”
Senate Republican National Security Steering Group, Washington, DC, July
2016.

Interview: “Trump, Clinton and Foreign Policy: An Interview with Michael
Desch,” The National Interest, Washington, DC, July 2016
[http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/trump-clinton-foreign-policy-interv
iew-michael-desch-17147].

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,
Philadelphia, PA, September 2016.

Roundtable: “Nuclear Security: Past and Present.”

Book Workshop: "The Relevance Question: Social Science's Inconstant
Embrace of Security Studies," Security Studies Program, MIT, Cambridge, MA,
September 2016.

Conference: “New Dawn: Russia and the West after the US Presidential
Elections,” The Atlantic Council, Washington, DC, November 2016 broadcast: 
https://www.c-span.org/video/?417917-1/atlantic-council-hosts-discussion-us-pol
icy-toward-russia.

Panel: “The Russian Factor in the US Presidential Elections.”



Hesburgh Lecture: “What Will Trump Fight For?” The Notre Dame Club of
San Jose/Silicon Valley, CA, January 2017.

Webinar: “Results of a Survey of APSIA Deans and Chairs of Top 50 Political
Science Departments,” Association of Professional School of International
Affairs, New York, NY, January 2017.

Convention: International Studies Association, Baltimore, MD, February 2017.

Roundtable: “Obama's Foreign Policy Legacy,” Member.

Panel: “Social Media in IR: Challenges and Opportunities.”

Paper: “Narrowing the Academic-Policy Gap: Will Blogging Do the Trick?”
(With Paul C. Avey and Steven L. Wilson).

Roundtable: “The Enduring Relevance Question in Contemporary International
Relations,” Chair and Member.

Panel: “Military Technologies in 21st Century International Security: Causes,
Consequences and Crises,” Chair.

Talk: “What Will Trump Fight For?” Navy ROTC, Naval Leadership Weekend,
Notre Dame, IN, February 2017.

Talk: “The Urgency of Scholarly Public Intellectualism Today,” Notre Dame
Institute for Advanced Studies, Notre Dame, IN, March 2017.

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Will Trump Fight For?” The Notre Dame Club of St.
Louis, MO, March 2017.

Book Manuscript Workshop: Jacqueline Hazelton, “Governing By Violence:
Success in Counterinsurgency Warfare,” Belfer Center for Science and
International Security, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University, March 2017.

Panel: “Decadal Survey of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Applications to
National Security,” National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
Washington, DC, March 2017.
Presentation: “The Relevance Question: The Professionalization of Political
Science and the Waxing and Waning of Security Studies.” 



Convention: Midwest Political Science Association Annual Convention, Chicago,
IL, April 2017.
Chair: “The Uses and Abuses of U.S. Foreign Policy Doctrines.”

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Will Trump Fight For?” The Notre Dame Club of
Ann Arbor, MI, April 2017.

Ira C. Eaker Distinguished Lecture on National Defense Policy: “Why
America’s Liberal Militarism Is Bad for the U.S. Military (As Well As the Rest
of Us),” United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO, May 2017.

Committee on International Relations Honored Speaker: Summer Degree
Celebration, Division of the Social Sciences, The University of Chicago, Chicago,
IL, August 2017. 

Keynote: “Nobody Loves a Realist So Some Want to Blame It for Liberalism’s
Faults While Others Want to Redefine it As Liberalism” and Panelist:
“Achieving Positive Change,” Understanding American Liberty and American
Interests in the 21st Century, Institute for Humane Studies, San Francisco, CA,
August 2017.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, San
Francisco, CA August 2017.
Roundtable: “The Uncertain Legitimacy of Foreign Policy Experts.”

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Will Trump Fight For?” The Notre Dame Club of
San Diego, CA, September 2017.

Video Interview: “Why the Real North Korea Threat Isn't Its Nuclear
Weapons,” Big Think, October 19, 2017.
http://bigthink.com/videos/michael-desch-north-korea-threat-isnt-kim-jong-uns-
nuclear-weapons.

Video Interview: “Does America Really Respect Its Military Men and Women?”
Big Think, November 14, 2017.
http://bigthink.com/videos/michael-desch-does-america-really-respect-its-militar
y-men-and-women.

Conference: “U.S. Foreign Policy in the Trump Era: Can Realism and Restraint
Prevail?” George Washington University and The American Conservative,
November 2017. 
Panel Member: “The Future of Great Power Politics.” 



Conference: “Perspectives for a World Free from Nuclear Weapons and for
Integral Development,” Dicastery for Integral Human Development, Vatican
City, November 2017. 

Hesburgh Lecture: “What Will Trump Fight For?” The Notre Dame Club of
Jacksonville, FL, November 2017.   

Debate: “The Changing Role of America’s Military: A Debate,” The Brookings
Institution, POLITICO, and the Charles Koch Institute, University of Las Vegas,
Nevada, December 2017.
Participant.
https://www.brookings.edu/events/the-changing-role-of-americas-military-a-deb
ate/.

Keynote Address: “The Paradox of America’s Liberal Militarism,” 4th

Conference of the Association of Civil-Military Studies, Kinneret College, Lake
of Galilee, Israel, February 2018.

Conference: “Bridging Asia: Double Down or Come Home? American Grand
Strategy and East Asia in the 21st Century,” USC Center for International
Studies, American Grand Strategy and Program and the Center for Peace and
Security Studies, UC San Diego, Los Angeles, CA March 2018.
Commentator.

Talk: “Could Less Be More? Restraint as a Better Approach to the Middle East
for America,” Department of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, April
2018.

Convention: International Studies Association, Baltimore, MD, April 2018.
Roundtable: "Intellectual Diversity in Academia," Participant.

Debate: “Nuclear Disarmament: A Catholic Imperative?” Notre Dame
International Security Center, Notre Dame, IN April 2018 [with John Finnis].

Presentation: “The Beltway and the Ivory Tower: Bridging the Gap,” New
America Foundation, Washington, DC, June 2018 [with Susan Peterson, Peter
Campbell, and Paul Avey].

Presentation: Realistic Foreign Policy Working Group, Rayburn House Office
Building, June 2018.

Presentation: “Evaluating Regime Change and Its Alternatives,” Defense
Priorities, U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, June 2018 [with LTC, Daniel L. Davis,
USA(r)].



Television Interview: “Questions for NATO Alliance in the Trump Era,” CBS
News, July 2018 at:
https://www.cbsnews.com/live/video/20180711203346-pres-trump-is-in-brussels-
to-call-for-better-deals-for-america-and-demand-more-from-leaders-at-nato-su
mmit/.

Television Interview: “Anderson Cooper 360,” CNN, July 2018 at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbILTNoICig. [with Christiane Amanpour]

Video Interview: “Joe Walsh Show,” Newsmax. July 2018 at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9e2auADBCOw. 

Television Interview: “Capital Connection,” CNBC.Asia, July 2018 at:
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2018/07/12/real-questions-about-what-natos-future-
should-be-professor.html.

Radio Interview: “Knowledge@Wharton,” Sirius, July 2018 at:
https://player.siriusxm.com/query/wharton%20school%20of%20business.

Television Interview: “On Assignment With Richard Engel,” MSNBC, July
2018 at: http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/watch/richard-engel-7-13-18-episode.

Television Interview: “Eric Shawn: How Should Putin be Punished?,” Fox
News, July 2018 at: http://video.foxnews.com/v/5809352487001/.

Television Interview: “The Red and the Blue,” CBS News, July 2018 at: 
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/71618-red-and-blue/.

Panel: “Third Meeting of the Committee on Assessing the Minerva Research
Initiative and the Contribution of Social science to Addressing Security
Concerns,” National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
Washington, DC, July 2018.

Workshop: “Bootcamp on Assessing Strategic Stability,” RAND Corporation, 
Airlie Conference Center,  Warrenton, VA, August, 2018.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, Boston,
MA August 2018.
Chair and Commentator: Choosing Intervention: Democracy, Global
Narratives, and Internal Conflict.
Roundtable: A Libertarian-Realist Alliance for US Foreign Policy?
Chair: Emerging Technologies and the Democratic Peace.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbILTNoICig.
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5809352487001/.
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/71618-red-and-blue/.


Workshop: “Global Trends Blue Sky Session,” Notre Dame International
Security Center and National Intelligence Council, Notre Dame, IN, October
2018.
Co-organizer with Sumit Ganguly.

Hesburgh Lecture: “America and the World in the Age of Trump:
The Donald Vs. the System,” The Notre Dame Club of the New Jersey Shore,
NJ,  November 2018.   

Seminar: “What Policymakers Want From Us Revisited: Preliminary Results
From a Follow-up Survey,” Center for Political Studies, University of Michigan,
November 2018.

Roundtable: “Survey Says: How America Really Views the World,” Young
Professionals Program, Chicago Council on Global Affairs, November 2018
[with Ivo Daalder and Dina Smeltz].

Hesburgh Lecture: "America and the World in the Age of Trump:
The Donald Vs. the System," The Notre Dame Club of Evansville, IN, December
2018.   

Workshop: “Conservatism, Realism, and Restraint: Kissing Cousins If Not
Soulmates,” Claremont McKenna College, Claremont, CA, January 2019 [with
William Ruger].

Conference: “What is Realist Foreign Policy?” Program for the Study of Realist
Foreign Policy, Mershon Center, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH,
March 2019.
Paper: “Conservatism, Realism, and Restraint: Kissing Cousins If Not
Soulmates” [with William Ruger].

Podcast: “Cult of the Irrelevant,” New Books in Political Science, March 2019
at:
https://newbooksnetwork.com/michael-c-desch-cult-of-the-irrelevant-the-waning
-influence-of-social-science-on-national-security-princeton-up-2019/.

Panel Discussion: “Crisis in Kashmir: Risks of Nuclear Escalation,” The Kroc
Institute for International Peace Studies, the Liu Institute for Asian Studies, and
the Notre Dame International Security Center, Notre Dame, IN, March 2019.
Panelist.

Invited lecture: “The Road to Hell is Paved With Good Intentions: Why We
Need an Ethic of Roman Catholic Realism,” Center for the Study of
Statesmanship, Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, March 2019.



Podcast: “Cult of the Irrelevant,” New Books in National Security, April 2019:
https://newbooksnetwork.com/michael-desch-cult-of-the-irrelevant-the-waning-i
nfluence-of-social-science-on-national-security-princeton-up-2019/.

Debate: “Political Science is Lapsing into Irrelevance,” Carnegie Council for
Ethics and International Affairs, New York, NY, May 2019 [with Henry
Farrell]:
https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/studio/multimedia/20190531-debate-political-sc
ience-irrelevance-michael-desch-henry-farrell.

Workshop: “Knowledge for What? Obstacles and Opportunities for
Reinvigorating the Social Purpose of the University,” University of Notre Dame,
Washington, DC, June 2019. [principal organizer]. 

Workshop: “Transnational Cyber Attacks: The Rapidly Evolving Security and
Legal Framework,” University of Notre Dame London Global Gateway and
James P. Reilly Lecture in National Security, London, June 2019.
[Co-organizer with Jimmy Gurule].

Webinar: “Are Academic Social Scientists in Thrall of a Cult of the Irrelevant
and Will This Make Them Hors de Combat In National Security Affairs?,”
Strategic Multilayer Assessment (SMA), Joint Staff / J-39 Deputy Directorate
for Global Operations, July 2019:
https://nsiteam.com/are-academic-social-scientists-in-thrall-of-a-cult-of-the-irrel
evant-and-will-this-make-them-hors-de-combat-in-national-security-affairs/

Podcast: “The Lawfare Podcast: Michael Desch on Social Science and National
Security,” The Brookings Institution, August 20, 2019:
https://www.lawfareblog.com/lawfare-podcast-michael-desch-social-science-and-
national-security.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention,
Washington, DC, August 2019.
Authors Meets Critics: "Cult of the Irrelevant?" The Influence of IR
Scholarship on National Security [with Susan Peterson, Michael Horowitz,
Sarah Kreps, Ido Oren, Kent Myers, and Jordan Tama].

Albritton Lecture: “Is Security Studies Languishing in an Academic “Cult of the
Irrelevant”?,” Albritton Center for Grand strategy, George Bush School of
Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX
September 2019 [with response by Matthew Fuhrman].

Address: “What Can Minerva Do to Build a Stronger Bridge Between the
Research and Policy Communities?” Office of Secretary of Defense for Policy,
Department of Defense, Washington, DC, September 2019.



“Teaching Strategy Workshop,” Department of Strategy and Policy, U.S. Naval
War College, Providence, RI, September 2019.
Panel: “Insights from Recent Literatures.”
Chair and Commentator.

“Current Affairs Briefing for the East Asian Strategic Landscape,” National
Intelligence Council [NIO/DNIO-EA], U.S. Central Intelligence Agency,
McClean, VA, October 2019.  
Roundtable participant.

Conference: “Lessons for the Next 60 Years,” Patterson School of Diplomacy
and International Commerce, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, October
2019.
Panel: “Security.”

“A Conversation with Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,” Notre
Dame International security center, the Rooney Center for the Study of
American Democracy, the Joan B. Kroc Center for International Peace Studies,
University of Notre Dame, October 2019.
Moderator.

Seminar: “Conservatism, Democracy, and Foreign Policy,” The National Review
Institute Regional Fellowship Seminar, Chicago, IL November 2019.
Discussion leader.

Conference: “2019 Foreign Policy Conference,” The American Conservative,
Washington, DC, November 2019.
Panel: “Realism Versus Washington Power: Why the Blob Persists.”

Talk: “Is Security Studies Languishing in an Academic “Cult of the Irrelevant”?
Should We Care If They Are?,” Associate Vice President for Federal Relations
and Notre Dame Club of Washington, DC, November 2019.

Keynote Address: “Cult of the Irrelevant: The Waning Influence of Social
Science on National Security,” Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and
Society, 2019 Annual Conference, Reston, VA, November 2019.

Hesburgh Lecture: "America and the World in the Age of Trump:
The Donald Vs. the System," The Notre Dame Club of the St. Joseph Valley,
South Bend, IN, December 2019.



Debate: “Is America’s Foreign Policy Compatible with Christian Ethics?”
Center for the Study of Statesmanship, The Catholic University of America,
Washington, DC, February 2020 [with Paul Miller, AEI and Tim Carney,
Washington Examiner].

Talk: “Becoming Relevant: How Can Research Impact Policy?” Helen Kellogg
Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame, IN, February,
2020.

Debate: “Cult of the Irrelevant: Is the Influence of Academia on
National Security Waning?” The Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies,
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University,
Washington, DC, March 2020 [with Sir Lawrence Freedman].

Talk: “Becoming Relevant: How Can Research Impact Policy and Practice?”
Social and Behavioral Science Research Summit, Defense Personnel and
Security Research Center, Department of Defense, Monterrey, CA, July 2020:
https://sbssummit.com/videos/keynote-4-making-security-research-relevant/.

Convention: American Political Science Association Annual Convention, On-
line, September 2020.
Attendee.

Webinar: “COVID-19 and the Security of the United States,” Cavanaugh
Council and Love Thee Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN, September 20202 [with
Hon. Jim Webb and COL (r) Jack Kelly].

Webinar: “What the Wizards of Armageddon Bring to Our Understanding of
Nuclear Strategy,” Nuclear Physics Group, University of Notre Dame, IN,
September 2020.

Podcast: “Catholicism and U.S. Foreign Policy,” Center for the Study of
Statesmanship, Catholic University of America, November 2020 [with Justin
Logan and Jonathan Askonas] at:
https://css.cua.edu/css_news/catholicism-and-u-s-foreign-policy/

Seminar: “Burke to Buckley Program: Foreign Policy,” The National Review
Institute Regional Fellowship Seminar, Chicago, IL November 2020.
Discussion leader.

Webinar: “Creating a World Free of Nuclear Weapons: Developing the Next
Generation of Specialists and Activists of the Catholic Community,” Catholic
Peace-building Network, Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies,
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN.
Panelist: “Ethical Perspectives: From Hiroshima to Pope Francis.”



Work-in-Progress Seminar: “The Saavedra Lamas Peace: Territorial Integrity,
Non-intervention, and Peace in the Americas,” [Luis Schenoni, et al.] Helenen
Kellogg Center for International studies, University of Notre Deame, Notre
Dame, IN, March 2021.
Commentator.

Radio Roundtable: “Is There a US-led Anti-China Alliance,” China Radio
International [English Service], Beijing, PRC, April 2021 at: 
alliance?http://chinaplus.cri.cn/podcast/detail/1/2692311.


